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The following are the current construction codes enforced by the City of Houston. 

Code Publisher Effective Date 

2021 International Residential Code (with Houston Amendments)  ICC January 1, 2024 

2021 International Building Code (with Houston Amendments) ICC January 1, 2024 

2022 Minimum Design Loads & Associated Criteria for Buildings and Other 
Structures (ASCE-7) ASCE/SEI January 1, 2024 

2021 International Fire Code (with Houston Amendments) ICC January 1, 2024 

2021 International Existing Building Code (with Houston Amendments) ICC January 1, 2024 

2021 Uniform Mechanical Code (with Houston Amendments) IAPMO January 1, 2024 

2021 Uniform Plumbing Code (with Houston Amendments)  IAPMO January 1, 2024 

2021 Swimming Pool and Spa Code (with Houston Amendments) ICC January 1, 2024 

2023 National Electrical Code (State Mandated) 
 Administrative Code Provisions (Effective January 1, 2024) NFPA September 1, 

2023 

Sign Code (Chapter 46 of the Houston Building Code) COH July 29, 2020 
2021 International Energy Conservation Code (with Houston Amendments) -       
For One and Two-Family Dwellings and Multi-Family 3 stories or less. ICC January 1, 2024 

2021 International Energy Conservation Code (with Houston Amendments) -       
For Commercial Structures, including Residential Structures more than 3 stories ICC January 1, 2024 

ASHRAE 90.1-2019 (with Houston Amendments) –  
For Commercial Structures, including Residential Structures more than 3 stories)  ASHRAE January 1, 2024 

2021 Code Words - various sections interpreted and administrative policies COH N/A 
• The enforcement of Chapter 11 of the International Residential Code became mandatory by state law effective September 1, 2016.  
• The enforcement of the IECC-Commercial Provisions became mandatory by state law effective November 1, 2016.  

 
ICC International Code Council  
 500 New Jersey Avenue, NW 
 6th Floor, Washington, DC 20001 
 (888) 422-7233 
 http://www.iccsafe.org  
 
IAPMO  International Association of  
 Plumbing and Mechanical Officials 
 4755 E. Philadelphia St 
 Ontario, CA 91761 
 (909) 472-4100 
 http://www.iapmo.org  
 
NFPA  National Fire Protection Association 
 1 Batterymarch Park 
 Quincy, MA 02269 
 1 (800) 344-3555 

 http://www.nfpa.org/  

ACCESSIBILITY  
For regulations pertaining to Accessibility, please 
contact:  
 
Texas Department of Licensing & Regulation 
Compliance – Architectural Barriers  
PO Box 12157 
Austin, TX 78711 
 
877-278-0999 Toll-Free Number 
512-463-6599 Voice Telephone 
512-539-5690 Fax Number 
 
For Technical questions Contact: 
E-mail: Techinfo@tdlr.texas.gov 
Phone: 512-569-5669 
https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/ab/abtas.htm

The Houston Amendments to the Codes, the Sign Code, and 2021 Code Word can be downloaded at: 
https://www.houstonpermittingcenter.org/help/codes 
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